
 

All rights reserved      LORENZ & PARTNERS 2014 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Lorenz & Partners  
Legal, Tax and Business Consultants 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office Information No.: 25 (EN) 
 
 

How to Structure Your Business Transactions 
&  

How to Invest in Germany 
 

November 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                   Lorenz & Partners 2014                                                                         Page 2 of 44 

Tel.: +66 (0) 2 287 1882    e-mail: info@lorenz-partners.com 

 

C o n t e n t s 
                    Page 
Introduction - Basic Data and Economic Structure     3 
 
1. TRAVEL TO GERMANY         6 
 

1.1 Tourist Visa – Business Visa – Residence Permit – Permission  
to work   6 

1.2 Trade Fairs           8 
 
2. INTERESTING FACTS FOR EXPORTERS      8 
 

2.1 National Guidelines         8 
2.2 International Conventions         9 

 2.3 Customs and Duties         9 
 2.4 Distribution Channels                 10 
 2.5 Competition Law and Consumer Protection Law and Liability,  
  Unfair Competition and Trade Practices    14 
 
3. SETTING UP YOUR OWN BUSINESS IN GERMANY  

AS A FOREIGNER        17 
 
3.1.  Representative Office       18 
3.2 Branch         18 
3.3 Private Limited Company       19 
3.4 Other Alternatives        20 
 

4. DETAILS          21 
 
4.1 Necessary Approvals       21 
4.2 Taxation         21 
4.3 Financing and Supports       26 
4.4 Time Frame and Costs to Set Up a Private Limited Company  

in Germany         27 
 
Appendix 
 

I. Useful Web Pages and Addresses      32 
II. List of Trade Fairs        40 
III. List of Investment & Financing Programmes     44 
IV. List of Countries, which have a Double Taxation Agreement with 

Germany         44 
V. Overview of Key Economic Figures     47 
VI. Reference and Source Index      49 
VII. Visa Application Forms       50 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Reader, 
 
Keeping brochures up to date involves a lot of effort and considerable cost. 
 
The complete version of this brochure is therefore complimentary for our 
clients, associations and public organisations only. To all other users we 
charge a cost contribution of 50 EUR. Thank you for your understanding. 
 
If this brochure is interesting to you, please contact us by sending an e-mail 
to: info@lorenz-partners.com naming the brochure(s) you would like to ob-
tain. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Best regards, 
Lorenz & Partners 


